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Regional Highlights 
 Despite facing sustained military pressure, Boko Haram gunmen continue to carry out attacks 

targeting civilians in markets, mosques and even settlements hosting the displaced. Their strategy has 
changed, preferring the more unpredictable suicide bombings, improvised explosive devices, raids on villages 
to loot food, and abductions. 

 While fewer displacements have taken place in the first quarter of 2016 compared to the large 
population movements observed in the last quarter of 2015, the situation remains volatile. In Nigeria, 
for instance, large numbers of spontaneous returns are being observed in Adamawa State, while in other 
parts of the country, displacements continue. 

 The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) will work with Chad, Cameroon, Niger and Nigeria on a regional 
tripartite framework to guarantee the right of refugees to voluntary return in safety and dignity. Since 
the start of the year, UNHCR estimates that around 64,000 Nigerian nationals have crossed the border from 
Cameroon’s Far North Region back to Nigeria (including both voluntary and involuntary returns).  

 As the lean season gets underway, food insecurity is set to worsen. Nearly three million people are 
currently grappling with severe food shortages in the conflict-hit regions of the Lake Chad Basin. Poor rainfall 
and harvests have meant an earlier than usual lean season in some regions. The number of people facing 
severe food insecurity is expected to rise in the coming months. 

Humanitarian Needs 

Population movement 

 Displacements continue, albeit less intensely since the 
start of the year compared to the last quarter of 2015. 
Of the 2.4 million people displaced in the region, 1.8 million 
are in Nigeria.     

 Following assessments in March, some 94,000 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) have been reported in 
Chad’s western Lac Region. In Cameroon, the latest 
Displacement Tracking Matrix released in February 
indicates a total of 170,000 IDPs in the Far North Region, 
including 32,000 caused by floods. 

 In Nigeria, population movements are extremely fluid 
with more IDPs being identified, others relocating, or 
continuing to be uprooted by the ongoing attacks. A 
relative improvement of security in certain areas in north-
east Nigeria has resulted in spontaneous movements of 
return. 

 UNHCR has expressed willingness to support the 
drafting of a tripartite agreement with Cameroon and Nigeria to ensure voluntary returns in line with key 
principles and international protection standards. Since the start of the year, the agency estimates that 

9.2m 
People in need 

5.2m 
Targeted for 
assistance 

2.4m 
People displaced  

21m 
People living in 
affected areas  

2.97m 
Severely food 
insecure 

$535m 
Funding requirement 
in 2016 

Source: OCHA 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on 
this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the 
United Nations. 



Lake Chad Basin – Crisis Update No. 2 | 2 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

around 64,000 Nigerian national have crossed the border from Cameroon’s Far North Region back to Nigeria 
(including both voluntary and involuntary returns). UNHCR has urged Cameroon and other host countries to 
keep open their borders and to ensure that those going back do so voluntarily.  

Protection  

 Raids on villages and the use of improvised explosive devices by suspected Boko Haram members 
continue to cause widespread devastation. Most suicide attacks are conducted by children, adolescents 
and women and target civilians in markets and mosques as well as IDP sites.  

 Vigilante groups established by authorities have foiled many attacks, but have also reportedly committed 
exactions against minorities.  

 The large number of refugees and IDPs has also led to the over-exploitation of scarce natural 

resources in the host areas, thus creating communal tensions over firewood, water, grazing land and others. 

Food Insecurity 

 Nearly three million people facing severe food insecurity urgently need support in the region, of them, 
2.5 million are in north-east Nigeria. The closure of markets in Borno and Yobe states by the authorities to 
stave off potential financial advantages to Boko Haram alongside other factors such as border closures and a 
drop in cereal supply in most markets are pushing up food prices in a region already facing food shortages due 
to the conflict. 

 Several border markets have also been be shuttered in the Far North Region of Cameroon for security 
reasons, as suicide bombers have repeatedly targeted them. Unlike in north-eastern Nigeria, prices of the 
main cereals have remained low or dropped owing to reduced cross-border trade that has increased food 
availability locally.  

Security and Access 
 Insecurity remains a major obstacle to humanitarian access. Most humanitarian organizations face 

difficulty reaching localities in the east of Borno State in Nigeria. In Yobe State, of the 17 Local Government 
Areas, 10 are accessible while one is under review and six have restricted access. In Adamawa, Michika and 
Madagali Local Government Areas remain restricted for UN and most INGO staff. 

 In Niger’s Diffa Region and some parts of Cameroon’s Far North, UN agencies are increasingly relying on 

national NGOs and civil society groups to implement programmes as a means to reach people in need. 

Advocacy and Humanitarian Funding 
 Humanitarian response plans (HRPs) target 5.2 million people in affected regions, and call for some US 

$535 million to implement activities, 9 per cent of which have been funded. The Central Emergency Relief 
Fund (CERF) has released US $31 million and is currently the largest contributor to humanitarian operations in 
Nigeria and the second largest in Cameroon, Chad and Niger.  

 UNHCR Assistant High Commissioner for Protection Volker Türk visited Cameroon and Nigeria in late 
February to review the agency’s operations in the two countries and draw attention to the plight of more than 
two million people uprooted by Boko Haram violence across the Lake Chad Basin. 

 WFP Executive Director, Ertharin Cousin, and the Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Sahel, Toby 
Lanzer, conducted a mission to Cameroon, Chad and Niger in March to meet with the affected population and 
advocate more assistance. 
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Operational Updates by Country 

Nigeria  

 

  

 

 

 

 
 Suicide bombings and other violent attacks by suspected Boko Haram members remain a significant 

threat. Some 20 people were killed and 18 injured on 16 March in a coordinated attack by two female suicide 
bombers on a mosque on the outskirts of Maiduguri, the capital of Borno State. It was the first significant attack 
in the Maiduguri area in over a month. However, on 14 March Boko Haram staged two attacks in Askira-Uba 
Local Government Area. An IED planted on a road killed three people and injured nine others. Additionally, the 
group was able to close down the Maiduguri-Damaturu highway for a significant period of time on 15 March.  

 Over 200,000 people in Borno and Yobe are in Phase 4 of the Cadre Harmonisé and in urgent need of 
assistance. The results of the second round of the Cadre Harmonisé published on 14 March indicate that 
while the overall food security situation in camps in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe is currently fairly tolerable, 
Phase 4 food insecurity has been identified amongst three vulnerable groups outside of camps: IDPs in hard-
to-reach rural areas, IDPs in urban host communities and the host communities themselves.  

 Food insecurity is being exacerbated by farmers’ inability to access their land in conflict-affected areas 
and the rapidly increasing price of staple foodstuffs in markets. The situation is expected to deteriorate as the 
lean season approaches (June - August), and the number in Cadre Harmonisé Phase 4 is expected to increase 
by 50 per cent. Urgent cash and food interventions are planned as well as livelihood support, especially for 
affected women and youth. Without urgent interventions, the global acute malnutrition rate is also expected 
to rise significantly. 

 An outbreak of measles with 840 cases has been reported in Yobe state, largely in Damaturu and 
Jakusko Local Government Areas.  Most cases are amongst children under one year old.  Some 50 cases of 
measles have also been recorded in Gubio IDP camp in Borno State since 21 March. More cases have been 
reported in host communities in Maiduguri and an unofficial IDP site in Kaga Local Government Area. State 
Ministries of Health in collaboration with the Primary Health Care Development Agency, WHO and the State 
Polio Emergency Centres are planning massive vaccination and surveillance campaigns to curb the spread of 
the disease. 

 
Cameroon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 UNHCR will work closely with Cameroon and Nigeria to guarantee the right of return by refugees in 
dignity and safety, said Volker Türk, the agency’s assistant high commissioner for protection during a visit to 
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Cameroon in late February. UNHCR is also willing to support the crafting of a tripartite agreement with the two 
countries to ensure voluntary returns adhere to principles and international protection standards. According to 
data based on alerts received for both spontaneous voluntary returns of Nigerian nationals and organized 
involuntary returns, more than 40,000 Nigerian nationals have or have been returned in January 2016, some 
14,000 in February and some 10,000 in March (until 23 March). 

 President Paul Biya on 17 March said that Cameroon would not send refugees back. Faced with so many 
distressed people, the country was bound by human solidarity not to turn away those seeking refuge. 

 IDP numbers have increased by 7 per cent since December 2015 to a total of 170,000. This includes 
137,100 people displaced by conflict and 32,900 displaced by floods. Over 60 per cent of IDPs are located in the 
Logone et Chari district. Around 35,000 former IDPs have returned to their homes. 

 Prices of main cereals have remained low or even dropped in the Far North Region owing to market and 
border closures that have resulted in increased availability locally, according to a March market survey 
by aid agencies. Border markets in Kerawa, Kouyape, Amchide and Dabanga Ziguage have been permanently 
closed by local authorities. Following recent attacks, main markets in Logone-et-Chari were also closed. Prices of 
local rice have seen the largest drop, while other cereals remain stable. It was reported that the same 
phenomenon is observed for livestock. 

 
Chad 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*58.1k have been registered by the Shelter/NFI/ CCCM Cluster since May 2015, the rest are estimated based on information shared by local 
authorities and rapid assessments/ surveys by humanitarian partners. 
 

 Despite the end of the five-month state of emergency on 22 March, insecurity continues to prevail in 
the Lac region. Some 60 civilians were reportedly abducted on 2 March, and two killed in an armed attack 
on 7 March. A failed armed attack also took place on 19 March. With the surrender of 16 suspected Boko 
Haram members (3 men, 5 women and 8 children) on 21 March, finding measures to assist former members 
of the armed group return to civilian life could emerge as an issue. 

 In total, 111,437 displaced people have been reported in the Lac Region, representing an increase of 100 per 
cent over compared to previous figures. This new figure comprises 49,209 registered IDPs; 45,180 estimated 
displaced people; 10,223 returnees, 6,220 refugees and 605 third country nationals. 

 New registrations carried out in March identified 1,842 IDPs in Diamarom site in Liwa district and 10,000 
in Bibi-Barrage and Al-amné sites in Kangalam district. Separately, rapid assessments revealed new 
estimates of 16,000 displaced people in Kousseri Tchoukoutelia,site in Ngouboua district.  

 Response activities and registration in Liwa and Daboua districts confirmed a 50-per cent decrease of 
displaced population estimates on most of the 22 sites compared to prior estimates. Registration is needed to 
confirm these figures. 

 The humanitarian community is continuing its efforts to provide multisector assistance to affected 
populations in the south of the Lac Region as well as in remote areas of the north (Liwa and Daboua 
districts), which were inaccessible until December 2015 due to insecurity. Food assistance has been scaled 
up, coupled with blanket feeding for malnourished children covering all 22 displacement sites in Daboua and 
Liwa. The number of mobile clinics has been increased in Liwa district. 

 Response capacities need to be strengthened to avert a deterioration of malnutrition. Alarming 
malnutrition rates have recently been reported in eight sites in the north of the Lac Region (Liwa and Daboua 
districts), with 18.9 per cent of children suffering global acute malnutrition (the emergency threshold is 15 per 
cent) and 6.5 per cent severely acutely malnourished, over three times the 2 per cent emergency threshold. 
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Two cases of measles have also been confirmed in Kangalam district (south east area). Vaccination has 
been conducted. 

 Urgent multisector needs remain, especially in water sanitation and hygiene, NFI/Shelter/CCCM, food 
security and health. The response in protection, nutrition and education also needs to be strengthened. 
There are no more funds available for displaced population registration. 

 
Niger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Following a relative lull in February, Boko Haram intensified attacks in March and the beginning of 

April, including with the use of suicide bombers.  Western Diffa, which was considered to be relatively 
safe, has recently suffered attacks. However, the rate of attacks in February and March is four times lower 
than last year at the same period, a trend attributable to the deployment as of 6 January of the Multinational 
Joint Task Force (MNJTF) of the Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC). 

 Despite security and access challenges, the UN and its partners continue to reach thousands of 
affected people in Diffa. In February, close to 200,000 people received food assistance, which is a 66 per 
cent increase compared to the assistance provided in January. This was made possible due to increased 
food distributions by the Government and the WFP. Early recovery assistance in February reached 31,000 
people, an increase of 50 percent compared to January.   

 The displaced people face many protection risks. More than 80 percent of them lack documentation 
and are at risk of being stateless. In addition, 2 out of 3 people have been displaced at least twice 
according to local authorities. As a result of the conflict, it is estimated that 15,000 children are in need of 
recreational activities while 8,000 require substantial psychosocial support.  

 In Diffa, global acute malnutrition has surpassed the 15-per cent threshold at 17.1 per cent and is 
among the highest in the country. 

 Pasture deficits is a major worry. Of the needed 22,689 tons of livestock fodder, only 1,000 tons are 
available. In addition, more than 5,000 cattle and 30,000 small ruminants have been looted in attacks 
attributed to Boko Haram, according to the Food Security Working Group.  

 Shortage of shelter is one of the main humanitarian response gaps. Some 18,000 households are in need 
of shelter, but just around 4,000 shelters have been provided. Similarly, only 6,727 non-food item kits 
have been distributed, leaving a gap of 11,458. 

 According to the Education Working Group in Diffa, 12,876 students (6,643 girls and 6,233 boys) have 
returned to schools thanks to the education emergency programme. However, gaps are still huge in the 
sector; there are urgent needs for classrooms, tables, books and wash equipment. 

 Of the more than US $73 million needed to respond to the crisis, only $11 million have been provided. 
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The Humanitarian Response at a Glance 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information or suggestions, please contact:  

Ivo Brandau, Head, Public Information Unit, OCHA-ROWCA, brandaui@un.org, Tel: +221 33 869 85 44, Cell +221 77 450 62 32 

Otto Bakano, Public Information Officer, bakano@un.org, Tel: +221 33 869 85 03, Cell +221 77 740 06 69 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org ; www.reliefweb.int   

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: ocharowca@un.org 
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